
Dear Rising Sophomores, 

Once again we have prepared a summer reading assignment to help keep you on track for success 

in English II.  Below you will find a list of reading options and the reader’s journal assignment.  

We hope this assignment is clear, but if you have questions feel free to contact me with any 

questions at this email address, rallen@wsfcs.k12.nc.us.  We hope you have a wonderful summer 

and we look forward to working with you next year. 

 

English II Summer Reading Options Summer 2019 

A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah (Recommended for all levels) 

The author’s true story of his journey from a carefree childhood in Sierra Leone through a 

harrowing experience as a child solider in his country’s civil war, to his current status as a 

best-selling author. This story does depict warfare and does include violent images.   

 

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque (Recommended for Honors or 

Seminar level classes.) 

A fictional account of a young man’s experiences during World War I.  The narrative 

takes us from his time as an innocent student to his time as a soldier in the German army 

in the trenches of Western Europe. 

 

Before We Were Free Julia Alvarez (Recommended for Standard level classes only.) 

Anita and her family live in the Dominican Republic under the oppressive dictator Trujillo. 

Amid secret plots to overthrow Trujillo, chilling interactions with his police force, and her 

new relationship with an American boy, Sam, Anita attempts to navigate her adolescence 

and freedom. 

 

Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton (Recommended for Honors or Seminar level classes.) 

Stephen Kumalo lives in the remote village of Ndotsheni in the Natal province of eastern 

South Africa.  He receives a letter summoning him to Johannesburg to help his sister.  

While there he also hopes to find his son who went to Johannesburg, but has never 

returned.  This novel is a landmark novel detailing the period of Apartheid in South Africa 

and the struggles of two families in this period.     

 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel (Recommended for all levels) 

Pi’s life is upended when the cargo ship carrying his family and the animals from their zoo 

in India sinks in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. Adrift in a lifeboat with a Bengal tiger, Pi 

fights for survival as he considers the meaning of life and tries to save himself through 

storytelling. 

 

The Queen of Katwe by Tim Crothers (Recommended for all levels) 

This nonfiction account by sports writer Tim Crothers tells the incredible true story of 

Phiona Mutesi, who grew up in a slum in the capital city of Uganda and has risen to the 

highest levels of international chess competition. Through descriptions of the Katwe slum, 

her coach Katende’s backstory, and Phiona’s early life, the author describes how Phiona 

persevered through overwhelming obstacles to become the Uganda junior girl’s champion 

at age 11 and the first Ugandan woman to earn an international chess title.  

 

See next page for the reader’s journal assignment… 
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Reader’s Journal Assignment 

Collect 1-2 sentence quotes from the text as you read and discuss the significance of the quotes in 

2-3 sentences. In discussing the significance, you should try to connect the quotes to the impact of 

the setting, plot development, character development, or a major theme of the book. Include 

quotes from chapters throughout the book to represent your reading of the entire book and write 

down the page numbers for your quotes. You should complete this assignment through your own 

efforts and without the assistance of any online resources. The length requirements are based upon 

the level of your course, as outlined below. 

 

Standard English II – 10 quotes – a total of 2 pages* from one of the books listed above. 

Honors English II – 15 quotes – a total of 3 pages* from one of the books listed above. 

Seminar English II – 20 quotes – a total of 4 pages* from two of the books listed above.   

*One side of a page counts as one page, so front and back equals two pages. 

 

You can use the questions below to help guide you as you look for quotes and write about them, 

but do not feel limited to the suggested questions below. This assignment can be written or typed 

(please double space and use Times New Roman, 12 pt. font if you type it).  

 

 Relating quotes to the setting:  

o How does the setting impact the characters?  

o What cultural aspects of the setting impact the way characters or people in the book 

think?  

o How does the setting impact the way the story unfolds?  

 

 Relating quotes to characters:  

o What is the character like at the beginning of the story? 

o How do they change throughout the story?  

o How do the conflicts and problems in the story impact them?  

 

 Relating quotes to the plot:  

o What is the main problem in the story?  

o What important events in the plot lead to changes in the story? 

 

 Relating quotes to the themes:   

o What big ideas emerge from the story as it changes?  

o What does the author want to communicate about the events or the characters? 

 

 

Example: “We are forlorn like children and experienced like old men, we are crude and 

sorrowful and superficial—I believe we are lost” (Remarque 123).  

Explanation: This quote shows how the war has impacted the narrator Paul. In it, he explains 

how he is still physically young, but does not feel young anymore. He feels that he has 

experienced things that are beyond his age. The words that he uses like “crude” and “sorrowful” 

and “lost” reveal how the war has tainted his experience and destroyed parts of his identity.  


